
Habitats Study Guide   
                            

Test Date: ___________________ 
 

Vocabulary: 
 
habitat:  the place where an animal or plant lives and grows 
 
population: all of one type of  animal and plant in an 
ecosystem: there are many populations in each area  

 
community:  a group of plants and animals that live in a 
habitat and depend on each other for their survival 
 

 
deciduous forest:  trees whose leaves fall off in the autumn 
 
coniferous:  evergreen trees with needles 
 
rain forest:  hot, wet ecosystem with many trees and animals; the largest ecosystem in 
population 
 
deserts:  hot or cold areas with very little rainfall 
 
ocean:  the largest body of salt water on earth: the largest ecosystem in size 
 
swamps: a wetland dominated by trees or shrubs 
 
marshes:  a marsh is a type of wetland, featuring grasses, reeds and other plants in 
shallow water 
 
tundra:  flat, cold, wetlands in the arctic 
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Important Facts: 
 
*Deserts are land communities, which can be hot or cold with very little water. 
 
*The tropical rain forest is a very hot, humid place with many trees and green plants.  
 
*The grassland area is a flat area with few trees and lots of grass.  Animals that live in 
herds and are herbivores such as buffalo, deer, zebra, antelope and giraffe live in this 
area. 
 
*The ocean is the largest salt-water community and the largest ecosystem on earth. 
 
*Fresh water communities are streams, rivers, lakes and ponds. 
 
*Ecosystems are fragile and dependent on each of the members of the community.  If one 
animal or plant group dies, the balance in the ecosystem can be disrupted.  Animals and 
plants need to stay in their own ecosystem.  Moving an animal or plant out of their 
natural environment can result in the organism’s death. 
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